OLD GROUCHES “PAGEANT”

Anyone who has come into Buena Vista from the North side has noticed the welcome sign, proclaiming Buena Vista “home to 6002 happy citizens and 3 Old Grouches.”  Much speculation exists as to who the original old grouches were, but it is safe to say that it has become a source of pride that the early 1970’s artist who made the sign acknowledged them.  While many might consider being termed an old grouch an insult, citizens in Buena Vista might consider it an honor.  Being an old grouch isn’t necessarily a bad thing.

What is the definition of an Old Grouch?  In Buena Vista, it means an older person who may be particular, persnickety or even picky, and who expects good service, quality products, and a fair price when shopping or eating downtown.  It is someone who believes in Buena Vista and that it would be a great place if it weren’t for the golf course and the park, the mountains and the river, the kids riding bikes in the streets, the public schools and the students from the university, the high school football team, the shopping and the dining, the businesses downtown, and the people, man, the people.

This year’s Mountain Day Committee has decided it’s time to officially recognize that Buena Vista has 3 Old Grouches.  While they may not be the original three, they will continue to represent that sense of pride in the community that has always been a part of the spirit of Buena Vista.  An annual campaign will be starting in June to identify 3 of those individuals within the senior community, who represent the best Buena Vista has to offer and epitomize our definition of Old Grouch.  Nomination forms will be available at selected area businesses, beginning June 2nd, with a postmark of July 1st being the deadline for submission of nominees.  A selection committee will interview nominees in July and finalists will be selected and announced.  Voting by the public will take place in August, with the 3 winners being announced and recognized at this year’s Mountain Day on October 11th at 11:00 a.m.  

If you know someone who meets the attached criteria and would be willing and able to fulfill the outlined duties, consider nominating him or her for the dubious distinction of being one of our Old Grouches.

CRITERIA

A nominee can be male or female and must: 

· Be age 65 or older (as of  Mountain Day 2008 - October 11)

· Be a resident of the City of Buena Vista 

· Be ambulatory/mobile

· Be willing to fulfill duties and be physically/medically able to do so

· Be active, have been active or would like to be active in the community

· Have an outgoing personality and a positive attitude towards Buena Vista

· Be willing to play the part with “tongue-in-cheek” attitude

Winners:

· Will be announced at Mountain Day and will serve for 1 year until the next festival

· Will consider “winning” the title as an honor and not an insult

· Must be willing to make public appearances throughout the year at various businesses and events

· Will participate in the Buena Vista Christmas Parade

· Will agree to be photographed for t-shirts and other promotional materials

· Will serve as goodwill ambassadors for Buena Vista businesses and the community

· Will be “managed” through the Mountain Day committee, who will control scheduling and prevent winners from being overwhelmed by individual requests for appearances

· Cannot “succeed” oneself – a one-year period is required between “reigns”

OLD GROUCH NOMINATION

Please print all information legibly: 

Nominee’s Name: _______________________________________________________

Residence Street: Address  _______________________________________________

City: 
__________________________________   
Zip Code:   _________________

Telephone:  ______________________________

E-mail:  ___________________

Age:  ________     Male (   )     Female (   )

Describe this individual’s community involvement: (Use back of page if more space is needed)

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Describe why this individual would be a good choice to be an “Old Grouch”: (Use back of page if more space is needed)
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Name of Nominator: _____________________________ Phone: _________________

Mail your application by July 1, 2008, to: Mountain Day, PO Box 403, Buena Vista, VA  24416.  Any questions may be emailed to: mountainday.bv@gmail.com.

